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Welcome to Durango — Where Adventure Meets
“Ahhhh”
Welcome to the Ultimate Durango Guide — your

hand-crafted, lovingly curated insider pass to one

of Colorado’s most magnetic mountain towns.

Durango is one of those places that somehow

manages to be all things at once: rugged and

refined, artsy and athletic, historic and hip. The

locals here are famously friendly and famously

active — you’ll see people mountain biking at 6

a.m., sipping artisan coffee by 9, skiing by noon,

and catching live music by 7. It’s not a

competition… but if it were, Durango locals would

absolutely be winning. As you explore this guide,

you’ll discover the best trails, tastiest eats, and

the most scenic “please don’t make me go home”

views — all shared with humor, heart, and a deep

love for this ridiculously beautiful corner of the

Rockies.

And while you’re planning your adventures, we’d

love to invite you to stay with us at Durango

Escape, our peaceful, pet-friendly property just

minutes from all the action of downtown Durango.

Whether you’re traveling as a large group needing

space (our spacious 6-bedroom home has you

covered) or you’re a couple or small family wanting

something cozy (our curated 1-bedrooms apartments

sleep up to 4), we designed each space with comfort,

charm, and a touch of Colorado magic. Think quiet

mornings, mountain air, beautifully decorated

rooms, and your furry friends snoozing happily at

your feet. If that sounds like your kind of getaway,

you can explore your perfect stay at

www.durangoescape.com — we’d truly be honored to

host you as you discover the wonders of Durango.

Durango Escape has been a huge project for us since

2022 when we purchased the property and began our

renovations.  We hope you all enjoy it as much as we

do and want to thank you for your time! 

Cheers! To your next adventures,

The Neely’s

(Aiyana, Rob, Micah, Cayden, Amaya, and Tanner)
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The Surprisingly Wild and Wonderful History of
Durango
Durango may look like a polished,

cozy mountain town today, but make

no mistake — its past is filled with

gritty miners, steam engines, saloon

owners, cattle ranchers, artists,

visionaries, and a few likely

outlaws who conveniently “left no

forwarding address.” The town was

founded in 1880 by the Denver & Rio

Grande Railway to support the area’s

booming mining operations. The land

was chosen strategically: close to

the precious 

metals of Silverton but lower in

elevation, which meant fewer

frostbitten noses and far friendlier

construction conditions.

Throughout the late 1800s and early

1900s, Durango thrived as a vibrant

hub of commerce, rail transport, and

frontier life. Its economy revolved

around mining, ranching, timber,

and the railway — all of which left

a permanent mark on the

architecture, local traditions, and

the scrappy-but-friendly

personality Durango still carries

today. If you’ve ever wondered why

so many downtown buildings look

like they belong in a Hollywood

Western… it’s because they

basically do.

Today, Durango blends historic

charm with modern outdoor

adventure culture. The town is

known for its gorgeous river

corridor, thriving arts scene, craft

breweries, and endless recreation

opportunities. And thanks to gems

like Durango Escape, boutique mini

resort, which sits just 10 minutes

from downtown, modern travelers get

to enjoy the perfect mix of “Wild

West nostalgia” and “Airbnb-quality

comfort.”

Best season for town exploring:

•

•

•

Summer & Fall: Farmers markets,

festivals, street musicians, patio
dining.

Winter: Cozy restaurants, coffee

shops, galleries.

Spring: Quieter, cheaper,

beautiful, and the locals are
extra cheerful because the snow

is melting.
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The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
(D&SNG): Colorado’s Most Famous Moving Landmark

•

•

•

•

Summer: Longest ride days, best visibility.

Fall: Explosion of yellow aspens.

Winter: Snowy wonderland + shortest crowds.

Spring: Waterfalls everywhere.

The D&SNG is not just a train — it’s a moving museum, an engineering marvel, and an Instagram goldmine.

Built in 1882, the train still runs on the original narrow-gauge tracks that cling to mountain cliffs and

wind through breathtaking canyons. As the steam engine whistles and chugs along the Animas River,

passengers are treated to scenery so dramatic even lifelong locals still gasp a little (we even once had a

mysterious Bigfoot sighting!)

Riding the train is like stepping back in time — think vintage cars, big windows, open-air gondolas, and

friendly conductors with an endless supply of fun facts. Seasonal rides add even more magic: golden aspen

rides in fall, Cascade Canyon winter trips, wine-tasting tours in summer, and the whimsical Polar

Express each holiday season (kids lose their minds in the best way).

Who it’s best for: Families, seniors, photographers, romantic couples, history lovers, and anyone who

enjoys having their breath taken away.Drive time: 12 minutes from Durango Escape to the depot.Seasonal

Recommendations:
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Get Outside! Adventures await.

Hiking Around Durango: From “Stroll & Snack” to “Are
My Legs Still Attached?”

You’ve made it to the heart of the guide — the reason people fall in love

with Durango. This is where mountain dreams come true, calves get sore,

kids get happy-tired, and adults rediscover that they too are capable of

fun.

Outdoor adventures here aren’t just an afternoon activity — they’re a way

of life. Locals literally schedule work around powder days and evening

bike rides. So in the spirit of adventure, let’s jump into the real stuff.

Hiking around Durango is incredibly rewarding because you don’t have to

try very hard to reach stunning scenery. Whether you prefer flat paths,

moderate forest loops, or epic alpine climbs, the San Juan Mountains

deliver.

Below are the most popular and most-loved hikes — broken into Family-

Friendly, Moderate, and Advanced categories, with all the details you need.
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FAMILY-FRIENDLY HIKES
These hikes are perfect for little

legs, grandparents, casual walkers,

and anyone needing fresh air

without a lung workout.

•Spud Lake (Potato Lake)
This lovely loop leads you through

meadows and aspens to a peaceful

alpine lake surrounded by cliffs.

The trail is mellow but scenic,

making it great for families and

dogs. Kids love skipping rocks and

exploring the shoreline.

•Drive Time: ~20–25 minutes north of

Durango •Difficulty: Easy •Length: 3

miles round-trip

Who it’s best for: Families, seniors,

casual hikers, picnicking

groups.Seasonal tip: Best from late

June to October. Snow lingers on the

access road in early summer. 

•Animas River Trail
A paved, beautiful riverside path

perfect for strollers, wheelchairs,

scooters, and leisurely walkers.

There are bridges, benches, river

overlooks, sculptures, and

playground stops along the way. It’s

safe, relaxing, and gorgeous year-

round.

•Drive Time: 10 minutes from

Durango Escape •Difficulty: Very

easy •Length: Up to 7 miles (choose

your distance)

Who it’s best for:

EVERYBODY.Seasonal tip: Gorgeous in

the fall when cottonwoods turn

golden.Local insider tip: This path

connects to multiple coffee

shops(and breweries) — treat

yourself.

•Overend Mountain Park
Loop
The Overend Mountain Park Loop

weaves together trails like Hidden

Valley, Brown’s Ridge, and Grabens

for a mix of rolling singletrack,

rocky sections, and easy flow. The

terrain shifts between shady forest,

open ridgelines, and scenic

overlooks, keeping things

interesting. This in-town system

offers rolling hills, small views,

and quiet forest paths. Perfect for a

morning wake-up walk or an after-

dinner breath of fresh air.

•Drive Time: 10 minutes •Difficulty:

Easy–moderate •Length: 1–4 miles

(lots of options)

Who it’s best for: Families, dog

walkers, casual hikers.
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MODERATE HIKES

•Falls Creek Loop

•Haflin Creek

•Animas Mountain Trail

These hikes require some effort and steady legs, but nothing extreme. Most

families with teens can handle them.

This forested trail winds through pines, red-rock cliffs, and small

waterfalls. It’s a local favorite thanks to its shade and varied terrain — a

great hike for those wanting a bit of adventure without committing to a

full alpine climb.

•Drive Time: 15 minutes •Difficulty: Moderate •Length: 4–5 miles

Who it’s best for: Fit families, couples, anyone who likes views without

major elevation gain.Seasonal Tip: Stunning in spring when water flows

strongest.

This is the trail you do when you want your quads to scream but your soul to

sing. The ascent is no joke, but every switchback reveals sweeping views

over the Animas Valley.

•Drive Time: 10 minutes •Difficulty: Moderate–hard (steep) •Length: 5 miles

round trip

Who it’s best for: Fit adults, teens, experienced hikers.Seasonal Tip: Best in

fall — cool temps + incredible colors.

This loop offers gorgeous overlooks of the entire Animas Valley. The trail

is rocky but very doable, and locals love it for its accessibility and year-

round availability.

•Drive Time: 10 minutes •Difficulty: Moderate •Length: 6 miles loop

Who it’s best for: Moderate hikers, locals, families with teens.Seasonal Tip:

Avoid mid-summer afternoons — it gets hot.
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ADVANCED HIKES

•Ice Lakes Basin

•Engineer Mountain

•Chicago Basin (via Durango & Silverton Train)

These are the bucket-list hikes — long, steep, lung-busting, jaw-dropping

mountain adventures.

One of the most beautiful alpine lake hikes in Colorado, period. The trail

climbs through forest, waterfalls, wildflower meadows, and finally

emerald-blue lakes that look Photoshopped. It’s steep and demanding, but

100% worth the effort.

•Drive Time: 1 hour •Difficulty: Hard •Length: ~7 miles round trip

Who it’s best for: Strong hikers, adventure seekers, photographers,

teenagers with boundless energy.Seasonal Tip: Best July–September. Snow

can linger into mid-summer.Parking Tip: Arrive early — before 7 a.m.

This classic summit hike gives you panoramic 360° views of the San Juans.

The wildflowers here in July are legendary. The final ascent is steep and

scrambly but not technical.

•Drive Time: 35 minutes •Difficulty: Hard •Length: 6–7 miles

Who it’s best for: Intermediate to advanced hikers.Seasonal Tip: July–

October.

This is considered one of the best backpacking regions in the state,

accessible only by riding the D&SNG train to a backcountry drop-off point.

Expect waterfalls, wildlife, and high alpine peaks.

•Drive Time: 12 minutes to depot •Difficulty: Hard (backpacking required for

most people) •Length: Multi-day

Who it’s best for: Backpackers & experienced hikers only.Seasonal Tip: July–

September is safest.
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•HORSE GULCH TRAIL SYSTEM

•TEST TRACKS / DALLA MOUNTAIN PARK

•COLORADO TRAIL (CT) — SEGMENTS NEAR
DURANGO

Mountain Biking: Durango’s True Religion

Durango is a mecca for mountain biking — with over 300 miles of singletrack trails, world-class

athletes, and terrain that ranges from desert scrub to wild alpine ridges. If mountain biking were a

competitive sport (spoiler: it is), Durango would be a reigning champion. Latest exciting new for Durango

is gearing up for the world stage with the 2030 UCI Mountain Bike World Championships, bringing elite

downhill, XC, short-track, and e-bike racing back to the region. Leading up to it, a major international

MTB race in 2028 and a UCI World Cup stop in 2029 will be hosted at Purgatory Resort as part of the

championship buildup. These events are already driving local trail investment and community momentum,

setting the stage for several years of high-energy mountain-biking excitement.

Horse Gulch is the heart of Durango mountain biking. It’s massive, scenic, and offers loops of all

difficulty levels. Beginners can ride smooth, rolling terrain near the entrance while advanced riders

tackle steep climbs and technical descents deeper in the system.

•Difficulty: Easy → Expert (you choose) •Time Needed: 1–4 hours

Who it’s best for: Everyone — the perfect sampler platter for all skill levels.Seasonal Tip: Great spring

through fall; avoid after heavy rains.

A favorite for kids, families, and people new to mountain biking. These trails are shorter, smoother, and

full of fun little features that build confidence.

•Difficulty: Beginner–intermediate •Time Needed: 1–2 hours

Who it’s best for: Beginners, families, groups with mixed abilities.Seasonal Tip: Great year-round except

in deep snow.

The Colorado Trail runs from Denver to Durango, and the final segments near town are iconic — big

climbs, long ridgelines, wildflowers, and spectacular forest. This is “classic Durango” riding.

•Difficulty: Intermediate–advanced •Time Needed: Half-day to full-day

Who it’s best for: Strong riders with good fitness.Seasonal Tip: Snow melts late — rides best June–

October.
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Road Biking: Smooth, Scenic, and Sometimes Spicy

Florida Road Rollers

Durango is equally beloved by road cyclists thanks to winding canyons,

rolling foothills, and a town full of people who actually respect cyclists.

Durango → Vallecito Lake Route

This beautiful road ride follows country roads and gentle climbs to the

lovely waters of Vallecito. You can make it as long or short as you like.

•Drive Time to start: Ride starts in town •Difficulty: Moderate •Time Needed:

2–4 hours

Who it’s best for: Intermediate cyclists.

 Durango → Purgatory Climb

A steady, scenic climb along Highway 550. This is one of the training routes

local pros use. The Iron Horse Bicycle Classic is a legendary ride where

cyclists race the historic steam train from Durango to Silverton over

stunning high-alpine passes. It’s a challenging, scenic climb with big

views, big vibes, and a finish that feels like pure Colorado magic.

Difficulty: Advanced

Time Needed: 2–3 hours

Who it’s best for: Strong, cardio-loving cyclists.

Smooth pavement, rolling hills, ranch views, and light traffic. Great

starter route.

Difficulty: Easy–moderateTime Needed: 1–2 hours
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Skiing & Snow Shenanigans

PURGATORY RESORT

WOLF CREEK SKI AREA

SILVERTON MOUNTAIN

TELLURIDE SKI RESORT

Snowmobiling — Vallecito, Molas Pass & Lemon
Reservoir

Purgatory offers groomers, terrain parks, steeps, tree runs, tubing, and scenic views. It’s extremely

family-friendly and not as crowded as big resorts.

•Drive Time: 25 minutes •Terrain: Beginner → Advanced •Time Needed: Half-day to full-day

Who it’s best for: Families, beginners, intermediate skiers.Seasonal Tip: Peak snow mid-Jan → mid-March.

If you love deep powder, Wolf Creek is the jackpot. This area gets dumped on all winter and offers a more

old-school, local vibe.

•Drive Time: 75–90 minutes •Terrain: Mostly intermediate + advanced •Known for: “The Most Snow in

Colorado”

Who it’s best for: Powder hounds, intermediate & advanced riders.

Steep. Deep. Wild. Raw. Guided-only terrain. This is one of the most intense ski experiences in the U.S.

•Drive Time: 75 minutes •Terrain: Expert-only

Who it’s best for: Experts. Only experts.

Luxury meets mountain majesty. Beautiful village, world-class runs, and great restaurants. 

•Drive Time: 2 hours

Who it’s best for: Couples, families, all ski levels.

Open fields, forests, and huge mountain vistas. Guided tours are common and very beginner-friendly.

•Drive Time: 25–50 minutes •Difficulty: Easy–moderate •Best for: Families, groups, adventure seekersTours:

https://snowmobileadventures.comSeason: December → March
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Sledding — Chapman Hill

Bear Ranch Horse Drawn Sledding

Chapman Hill is Durango’s in-town recreation hill offering skiing and

snowboarding in winter on a groomed, beginner-friendly slope with

snowmaking and lights for evening fun. In spring and fall, the hill becomes

a popular spot for hiking, dog walking, and outdoor play with easy access

right from town. During summer, Chapman transforms into an indoor roller-

skating and recreational center, hosting family events, open skate

sessions, and kid-friendly activities in a cool, shaded environment.

•Drive Time: 12 minutes

Best for: Small kids, families, teens.

Horse-drawn sled rides in Durango offer a classic winter adventure, where

jingling bells, snowy forests, and crisp mountain air create a real-life

holiday postcard. Cozy up under warm blankets as powerful draft horses

pull you through quiet meadows and scenic mountain backdrops. It’s

peaceful, magical, and the perfect way to experience Durango’s winter charm

with family, friends, or someone special.

•Drive Time: 23 minutes 

Best For: Everyone! Dress warm and enjoy this iconic experience.
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Lakes, Water Sports & River Fun...Durango + water =
happiness
Lake Nighthorse
Lake Nighthorse offers swimming,

paddleboarding, kayaking, and

boating all summer long on a bright

blue reservoir just minutes from

downtown Durango. A designated

swim beach, watercraft rentals, and

calm coves make it perfect for

families, beginners, and anyone

wanting a relaxing day in the sun.

With picnic areas, clean facilities,

and warm water by mid-summer, it’s

one of Durango’s easiest and most

refreshing warm-weather escapes.

Best for: Swimming, paddleboarding,

kayaking Season: May → October

Vallecito Lake
Lake Vallecito is a scenic mountain

reservoir offering boating, fishing,

paddleboarding, shoreline picnics,

and mellow lakeside hikes in a

peaceful forested setting. With

marinas, campgrounds, and calm

coves perfect for families and dogs,

it’s an easy, relaxing day trip just

25–30 minutes from Durango.

Best for: Boating, fishing, lakeside

dining, scenic drives Season: Year-

round

Lake Haviland
Lake Haviland is a peaceful, easy-

access mountain lake ideal for

paddleboarding, fishing,

picnicking, and relaxing along calm

wooded shores. With nearby

campgrounds and scenic views just

20 minutes north of Durango, it’s a

low-effort, high-reward nature

escape perfect for families and

mellow adventurers.A peaceful

alternative when crowds flock to

Nighthorse.

Best for: SUP, canoeing, quiet

fishing Season: Summer & fall

Animas River
The Animas River flows right

through Durango, offering year-

round recreation like rafting,

kayaking, fly fishing, tubing, and

even river surfing at specific

standing waves. Its riverside trail,

parks, and easy access points make it

a favorite for families looking to

walk, picnic, or watch kayakers play

in the rapids. With sections ranging

from calm, kid-friendly waters to

fun Class II–III rapids, the Animas

provides the perfect mix of

relaxation and adventure for every

skill level.

Rafting, tubing, kayaking, surfing,

fly fishing — name it, the Animas

has it. Park at the Santa Margarita

Park to enjoy Best for: EVERYONE

Season:
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Jeeping: Durango + Ouray’s Legendary Mountain Roads
Durango has great jeep trails — but

Ouray is the Jeeping Capital of

Colorado, and only an hour away.

Engineer Pass
Steep, rugged,

breathtaking.Difficulty: HardDrive

Time: 60 minutes to start

Imogene Pass
One of the most iconic 4x4 routes on

the continent.Difficulty: HardDrive

Time: 1 hour 15 minutes

Yankee Boy Basin
Waterfalls, wildflowers, and jaw-

dropping scenery.Difficulty:

ModerateDrive Time: 1 hour

Guided Jeep Tours:

https://ourayjeeptours.comI
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Rock Climbing in Durango: Granite, Sandstone &
Endless Good Vibes

Falls Creek

X-Rock

Golf Wall

Indoor Climbing

Durango offers an incredible sampling of climbing styles, from beginner-

friendly boulders to advanced sport climbs and trad routes. Everything is

close to town, parking is easy, and routes are typically accessible within

10–15 minutes of hiking.

Falls Creek blends lush canyon views with smooth sandstone and a mix of

sport and trad routes. The area stays cool thanks to the canyon breeze,

making it a great summer climbing spot. Routes span several grades,

allowing beginners and intermediates to climb confidently.

Difficulty: Easy to difficult.Drive time: 15 minutes.Best for: Families,

beginners, intermediate climbers, shady climbing days.

This roadside crag is beloved by locals and climbing instructors. The

approach is short (just a few minutes), and the routes vary from beginner-

friendly to challenging overhangs. If you want quick, convenient climbing

close to town, X-Rock is your place.Difficulty: Easy to moderate.Drive time:

8 minutes.Best for: New climbers, short sessions, families.

Sunny sandstone sport routes located just north of Durango; this area is a

favorite for climbers who want warm rock in spring and fall. Its vertical

walls offer sustained climbing that intermediate climbers love.Difficulty:

Moderate to advanced.Drive time: 10 minutes.Best season: Spring & fall —

too hot in midsummer.

The Rock Lounge  https://rockloungedurango.com

The Gravity Lab https://www.gravitylabclimbing.com/

Meraki Mountain Adventure https://www.meraki-ma.com/
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Hot Springs, Parks, Kid-Friendly Fun, Scenic Drives &
Flight Tours

Durango Hot Springs Resort & Spa

Why people love it:
•

•

•

•

•

Mineral-rich water

Professional spa services

Peaceful atmosphere

Incredible sunset views

Mountain air + hot water = bliss

Pagosa Hot Springs (Day Trip)

Southwest Colorado is famous for its soothing mineral waters, and Durango is home to some of the best

soaks around. Hot springs here are more than just warm baths — they’re a way of life. Locals head there

after long hikes, ski days, and (let’s be honest) even mediocre Tuesdays.

Below are the top hot springs in the region with full details.

Drive time: 12 minutes from Durango EscapeVibe: Modern, clean, and classy — a spa-like oasis with

mountain viewsBest for: Couples, families, post-ski relaxationSeason: Year-round

Durango Hot Springs features multiple mineral pools of various temperatures, cold plunges, fire pits, and

a beautiful design that feels upscale yet welcoming. It’s the easiest hot spring option from your lodging

— a quick drive, easy parking, and multiple pool options for kids and adults.

Local tip: Go right at opening (for smallest crowds) or near sunset for the best lighting.

Drive time: 60 minutes eastVibe: Dozens of geothermal pools, riverside viewsBest for: Whole-day

adventures, couples, spa-loversSeason: Year-round

With over 35 hot pools, Pagosa offers everything from “lobster-hot” pools to soothing lukewarm riverside

soaks. You can sit in a hot pool while dangling your feet in the cold San Juan River — it’s an

unforgettable contrast.

Local tip: Go early in the morning to avoid crowds and get the warmest pools.Website:

https://www.pagosahotsprings.com
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•

•

•

•

•

•

More Adventure ideas!

Powerhouse Science
Center
Drive time: 7 minutesVibe:

Hands-on learning + riverfront

views

This interactive museum has

science exhibits, energy

displays, crafting stations, and

lots of hands-on fun. Parents

genuinely enjoy it too — it’s

education disguised as

entertainment.

Durango
Wildlife
Museum & Fish
Hatchery
Drive time: 8 minutesVibe:

Animals + feeding fish (kids

LOVE this)Best ages: 2–12

See trout, learn about local

wildlife, then let the kids feed

fish in the hatchery raceways.

Skyridge
Playground
Drive time: 13 minutesVibe: Big

playground with unique

equipmentBest for: toddlers →
preteens

Purgatory Resort
Summer
Activities
Drive time: 25

minutesActivities:

Alpine slide

Mountain coaster

Zipline

Climbing wall

Scenic lift rides

Mini golf

A full day of fun. Kids lose their

minds in the best way.

Santa Rita Park
& Whitewater
Park
Drive time: 7 minutesFeatures:

River access, big playground,

picnic areasBest for: Families,

kayakers, river surfers

This is one of Durango’s

liveliest parks, set right along

the Animas River. Kayakers and

surfers play in the standing

wave while families enjoy the

shaded playground. There’s even

a paved river trail for walks

and bikes.

Local tip: The wave is most fun

to watch in spring when the

river runs high.

Rotary Park
Drive time: 8 minutesBest for:

Relaxing picnics, river access,

mellow afternoons

Rotary Park is the perfect

“bring a blanket and chill” spot.

There’s shaded grass, live music

in summer, and access to the

Animas River Trail.

Buckley Park

Drive time: 9 minutesBest for:

Winter sledding, summer

lounging

Small, cute, and centrally

located — Buckley is THE best

sledding hill inside town

during snowy winter days.
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Purgatory Snowcat Adventures (Summer Heli-Tours)
Drive time: 25 minutesVibe: VIP

aerial sight-seeing

These tours take you soaring above

the San Juan Mountains where even

the locals say “wow.” Whether you

choose a short scenic loop or a full

high-alpine expedition, you’ll see

canyons, rivers, peaks, and possibly

wildlife.

Website: https://flypurg.com

Colorado Mountain Helicopters (Silverton area)
Drive time: 60 minutes northOffers

flights over rugged peaks,

waterfalls, glacier basins, and old

mining ruins.

Who it’s best for:
•

•

•Photographers

Anniversary trips

Bucket-list chasers

Hot Air Ballooning — Animas Valley
Drive time: 10 minutesThis

incredibly peaceful experience lets

you float above the valley at

sunrise. The views stretch across

mesas, river corridors, and

farmland.

Season: Summer & early fall
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Mesa Verde National Park: A Day Trip into Ancient
Civilization

•

•

•

•

Summer: Best access; book tours early.

Fall: Cooler temps + stunning views.

Spring: Quietest time of year.

Winter: Limited tours but magical solitude. Check in for closure times especially during the winter

months.Website: https://www.nps.gov/meve

Mesa Verde is one of the most extraordinary archaeological sites in the United States — and it's only one

hour from downtown Durango. The park contains over 700 cliff dwellings built by the Ancestral Puebloans,

who inhabited the region for more than 600 years. Walking through Mesa Verde is a humbling experience;

the structures are masterfully designed and reveal an advanced society with deep cultural and spiritual

roots.

The beauty of Mesa Verde is that you can see world-class archaeological sites with minimal hiking if you

prefer, or you can get adventurous with guided tours that require ladders, tight passageways, and big

climbs. The park is a mix of If you’ve never been inside a 700-year-old cliff dwelling, this is your

chance. We strongly recommend checking in with the park website to book tour with the park raneasy

overlooks, moderate trails, educational exhibits, and ranger-led programs that bring the history to life.

gers in advance since they are limited and often sell out way in advance.
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Dining, Drinks, Shopping, Arts, Culture & Local
Experiences
Now that you’ve burned calories just reading about all the activities you can do in Durango, this next

part is about earning them back — preferably through carbs, craft beer, and ice cream. Durango has an

absurdly good food scene for its size, thanks to a combination of hungry locals, creative chefs, and a

tourist economy powered by adventurous eaters.

Restaurants here focus on fresh ingredients, bold Southwestern flavors, Colorado comfort food, and

making sure you never leave hungry.

BREAKFAST SPOTS
Durango Bagel
Durango Bagel is a beloved local staple where the bagels are so fresh and chewy you’ll swear you’ve briefly

teleported to NYC. Expect hearty breakfast sandwiches, flavorful schmears, and grab-and-go energy

perfect for fueling a day of Durango adventures.

Price: $   Best for: Families, early risers, hikers, anyone who loves a proper bagel.Order this: Green Chile

Bagel + Smoked Salmon Cream Cheese.Vibe: Laid-back, bustling, classic bagel shop.

College Cafe
This is the go-to local brunch spot with big portions, strong coffee, and insanely good benedicts. It's the

type of breakfast place where hiking boots and yoga pants blend right into the vibe.

Price: $$ Best for: Families, big appetites, groups.Order this: Green chili breakfast burrito.Vibe: Casual,

friendly, lively.

Doughworks
A long-time Durango quick-stop for donuts, bagels, and grab-and-go breakfast burritos. If you want

something fast before hitting the trails, this is your spot.

Price: $-$$ Best for: Early adventure days, kids, anyone on a schedule.

Order this: Sausage burrito + iced coffee.

21



LUNCH SPOTS

Frida’s Mexican Restaurant and Cantina

James Ranch Grill

Tom’s Deli

11th Street Station

Frida’s is a vibrant local favorite serving up bold Southwestern flavors that hit all the right spots.

Expect colorful plates, house-made salsas, great margaritas and food so fresh and flavorful you’ll wonder

why you ever settled for boring tacos.

Price: $$  Best for: Families, brunch lovers, margarita fans, casual nights out. Order this: Breakfast

Burrito + House-Made Green Chile Salsa.Vibe: Bright, upbeat, modern Southwest cantina.

James Ranch is a scenic, family-run farm and grill serving truly farm-to-table meals with views so good

they could be on a postcard. Expect grass-fed beef, fresh produce, and flavors so pure you’ll feel like

you’re tasting Colorado at its source. Kids can even pet goats sometimes or check out their cheese making

area.

Drive time: 16 minutesPrice: $$–$$$                                                                                                          

Best for: Families, foodies, farm lovers, anyone craving clean, local ingredients. Order this: Signature

Burger + Beet Salad.Vibe: Rustic, scenic, relaxed mountain-farm charm.

Tom’s Deli is a laid-back local favorite serving stacked sandwiches, fresh ingredients, and the kind of

no-nonsense goodness that makes lunch feel like a win. Expect generous portions, quick service, and

flavors that prove a great deli never goes out of style.

Drive time: 10 minutesPrice: $–$$                                                                                                                                

Best for: Families, hikers grabbing lunch, picnic planners, deli lovers.Order this: Turkey & Avocado on

house bread.Vibe: Casual, friendly, classic hometown deli.

Outdoor food truck court with tacos, Thai food, pizza, burgers, coffee, and cocktails. The atmosphere is

unbeatable — a laid-back courtyard with string lights, fire pits, and local musicians.
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DINNER

Eolus Bar & Dining

El Moro Spirits & Tavern

Derailed Pour House

This is one of Durango’s best upscale dining experiences with creative cocktails, sushi-grade seafood,

and local beef. The rooftop view is incredible.

Price: $$$ Best for: Date nights, celebrations.Order this: Filet + Brussels sprouts + a craft cocktail.Vibe:

Stylish, elegant, softly lit.

Located in a historic 1902 saloon that once belonged to gunslingers, El Moro serves elevated gastropub

food with Durango flair.

Price: $$–$$$ Best for: Foodies, beer lovers, history buffs.Order this: Crispy pork belly + craft beer.Vibe:

Vintage, moody, cozy.

Fired Up Pizza

Hand-crafted, Neapolitan-style pizzas baked in a wood-fired oven, using handmade dough, fresh

mozzarella, and hand-crushed tomato sauce for full flavor.                   

Price: $$                                                                                                                                     

Best for: Families, and the pizza connoisseurOrder this: Bianca Prosciutto, or for some spice the

SouthwestVibe: Brick, modern ambiance

Welcoming vibe — think wood-burning fireplace, mahogany bar, dim lighting, and a patio that gives a

laid-back “come as you are” feel.Drive time: 10 minutes

Price: $$

Best for: Happy Hour. Order this: Beer brined smoked wings or house-smoked pork tacos

Vibe: Moody and whimsey local vibe
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Breweries!
Let’s just be honest. 
Durango loves beer.

Animas Brewery

Ska Brewing

Steamworks Brewing

Carver Brewing

Vibe: River themed, nice stop of River Walk

Great patio and locals favorite

Try: Class IV IPA and Brew house homemade pretzels

Vibe: Fun, funky, ska-themedKnown for its creative beers, big patio, and

music-friendly atmosphere. Food is great too.Try: Modus Hoperandi

(flagship IPA).

Vibe: Lively, loud, deliciousFamous for its beers, wings, burgers, and

massive nachos. A family-friendly brewpub with serious local

credibility.Try: Third Eye Pale Ale + Cajun chicken alfredo.

Vibe: Historic, cozyDurango’s first brewpub — known for breakfasts and

classic American fare.Try: The award-winning Red Ale
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COFFEE SHOPS 
Durango Joes

Bread Bakery

Taste Coffee

Cream Bean Berry

Animas Chocolate Co.

Because mountain towns run on caffeine.

A local chain with strong coffee and friendly vibes.

Drive time: 7–12 minutes depending on location.

Amazing for pastries + coffee + grabbing snacks before hikes.

Drive time: 11 minutes.

Trendy, bright, and perfect for journaling or laptop tim

Drive time: 10 minutes.DESSERTS & SWEETS

The best ice cream in town, full stop.

Drive time: 10 minutes.Best for: Families, date nights, post-hike sugar

crashes.

Handmade truffles, caramel bark, and artisan sweets.

Drive time: 10 minutes.
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Shopping the Historic Durango
Main Street

Pine Needle Mountaineering

Durango Outdoor Exchange

Tippy Canoe

Maria’s Bookshop

Urban Market

Durango’s downtown is one of the most charming, Western, colorful main streets in Colorado. Think brick

buildings, handcrafted goods, art galleries, quirky shops, outdoor gear stores, Western wear, and

boutiques with things you didn’t know you needed.

Outdoor gear heave

Best for: Hikers, skiers, bikers, gear junkies.

Consignment outdoor shop — amazing finds.

Best for: Budget-friendly adventurers.

Beautiful home décor and kitchen items.

Best for: Shoppers with taste.

A local treasure — cozy, friendly, and full of adventure book

Best for: Readers, kids, gift hunters.

Trendy home goods, jewelry, and cute gifts. Best for: Vacation souvenirs.
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Events in Durango, Colorado | Visit Durango, CO |
Official Tourism Site
Durango Arts Center
Drive time: 10 minutes

Art galleries, local

exhibitions,

community events.

Animas City
Theatre
Drive time: 10 minutes

Live music, indie

films, comedy shows.

Fort Lewis
College
Community
Concert Hall
Drive time: 12 minutes

Hosts touring artists,

theater groups,

musicians, and

seasonal celebrations.

Music in the
Mountains
Festival
A summer classical

music festival that

brings a level of

sophistication to the

mountains that Mozart

himself would

applaud.Month: Ju

Best for: Music lovers,

date nights.

Local Festivals &
Annual Events
Durango LOVES events.

The wilder the theme,

the better.

Snowdown
(February)
A notoriously quirky

winter festival

featuring costumes,

parades, competitions,

and the kind of events

that only make sense

after seeing them once.

Animas River
Days (June)
Whitewater races,

rafting stunts, kayak

tricks, and river

floats.

Durango
Bluegrass
Meltdown
(April)
Three days of bluegrass

heaven — jams in

shops, bars, parks.

Four Corners
Gem & Mineral

Show (July)
Rock lovers unite —

fossils, minerals,

crystals, jewelry.

La Plata County
Fair (August)
Rides, food, exhibits,

livestock

competitions.

Oktoberfest
(October)
Beer tents, bratwurst,

live music — happy

chaos.

Durango Cowboy
Poetry
Gathering
(September)
The most wholesome,

beloved event of the

year.

Holiday Events
(December)
Tree lighting, Light

Parade, Polar Express.
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Scenic Drives: Views Worth Rolling the Windows Down
For...
Some of Durango’s most iconic experiences require

little more than a car and enthusiasm.

Animas Overlook (Florida
Road)
Stunning valley views — 12 minutes away.

Durango Train Bridge
Iconic shots of the steam train crossing the

river.Drive time: 10 minutes.

Haviland Lake
Mirror-like lake reflections.Drive time: 20

minutes.

Molás Pass
High alpine lake + epic mountain backdrop.Drive

time: 45 minutes.

Main Avenue (Historic
Downtown)
Western architecture + cute storefronts.

Million Dollar Highway
(US-550)
Drive time to start: 50 minutes north

(Silverton)Length: 25 miles Silverton → OurayVibe:

Epic mountain cliffs + edge-of-the-world

sceneryDifficulty: Easy driving but requires

confidence

This world-famous road is carved into cliffside

rock with no guardrails — making the views

absolutely unreal. It’s dramatic, unforgettable,

and safe if you take it slow.

Best seasons:

Summer & fall: Peak scenery

Winter: Only for experienced drivers

Must-stop viewpoints:
Bear Creek Falls

Red Mountain Pass

Idarado Mine Overlook

La Plata Canyon
Drive time: 20 minutesA gorgeous canyon drive

surrounded by huge cliffs and aspens. The first 4–5

miles are paved and perfect for families.

Seasonal tip:
Summer: Wildflowers

Fall: Golden aspens

Winter: Snowshoe wonderland

Durango → Vallecito Lake Scenic Loop

Drive time: 25 minutesRural charm, river views,

rolling hills, and eventually the bright blue

waters of Vallecito.

Best for: Couples, families, photographers.

Durango → Haviland Lake → Purgatory

Easy, stunning, and peaceful — perfect for mellow

explorers.
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Pet-Friendly Adventures (Because Dogs Deserve
Vacations Too)
Durango Escape is pet-friendly, which is a huge perk — now let’s highlight

where pups can have fun.

🐾 Animas River Trail

Perfect for leashed walks, swims, and jogs.Drive time: 5 minutes.

🐾 Dalla Mountain Park

Off-leash friendly if well-behaved.Drive time: 6 minutes.

🐾 Horse Gulch

Miles of trails for high-energy pups.Drive time: 5 minutes.

🐾 Durango Dog Park (Behind Smelter Mountain)

Drive time: 8 minutesHuge open area with water access.

🐾 Lake Vallecito

Dogs allowed on shoreline & trails.Drive time: 25 minutes.
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Safety, Altitude & Local Health Tips

•

•

•

•

•

Altitude awareness: Durango is ~6,500 ft elevation. Drink water, take it easy on day 1, and avoid

alcohol if feeling off. Symptoms: headache, fatigue, nausea. Bring water with you!

Acclimatize: Short walks, light activity the first day; avoid pushing to major summits on day one.

Wildlife: Keep distance from animals, keep food stored, and never feed wildlife. Making noise while

hiking is another way to not “suprise” wildlife.

Weather: Mountain weather changes fast — check forecasts and prepare to layer. The sun is super

intense, so be sure to apply sunscreen. Afternoon thunderstorms are common in summer.

Emergency contacts: Keep local emergency numbers handy and note the closest urgent care (Durango) and

hospital info.

Helpful for guests who aren’t used to Colorado’s elevation.

We hope you enjoy our The Ulitmate Durango Local's Guide and it gave you a great place to start when

planning you're trip. If you are checking out places to stay, enjoy quiet and “off the beaten path” but only

10 minutes from the action visit us at www.durangoescape.com.

Happy Adventures!

The Neely's
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